Rachel Mark, former board member of PA-Interfaith Power and Light (PA-IPL).
About 7 years ago, at a PA-IPL conference in State College, I met Philipine Kidulah,
who was giving a presentation. Pini, a native of West Pokot, Kenya, had come to
the United States to study permaculture, and organizational skills at Eastern
University. She was interested in teaching sustainability skills to girls and women
in Kenya, and founded Jitokeze Wamama Wafrica to accomplish her goals.
Harrisburg volunteers joined Friends of Jitokeze and helped with funding to get
them started. Harrisburg hosted Pini several times and we were fortunate to
spend time with her before she returned home to Kenya.

Last week, Pini reached out to her friends in Pennsylvania because of unusually
severe drought, resulting in crop failure, water shortage, and loss of life in West
Pokot. I contributed to the fund and forwarded her request to her friends in
Harrisburg.
I believe this is what we are facing. The frequency and severity of floods and
droughts are increasing.
What we do in the United States and in Pennsylvania has an effect around the
world. Likewise, what happens around the world will have an effect on all of us.
Food and water shortages will ripple out in ways we cannot imagine, from loss of
life to human rights violations to climate refugees to conflict and violence.

What are our leaders doing to prepare for this reality?

Philipini Chepkoech Kidulah “Pini” from
West Pokot, Africa. Studied at Eastern
University. Returned to Kenya to found
Jitokeze, which teaches women and girls
sustainability in draught conditions.
Harrisburg Friends of Jitokeze raised $8,000
to help fund a sand-dam, which stores flood
water in sand for later use during draught
conditions.
Pini and Jitokeze have been very successful
in education and crop production.
Several days ago, Pini sent an urgent plea
for donations because people are literally
starving for food and water

Philipine Chepkoech Hi Rachel Mark thanks for
sharing this news. The situation is really bad, we
at Jitokeze Wamama Wafrika are currently working to
assist the families with old people and children that are
currently most afflicted in the areas we operate. Our
target is to give 200 bags of maize each of 90kg. So far we
have raised only $400 that is enough to give 16 bags of
maize to some of the afflicted families. We still have
$4,600 to raise. Please help us to raise people from
among your friends who can donate towards this urgent
need. Thank you.
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Why is Climate Top Priority (from various sources)

When we think of national priorities, climate change is often viewed as its own issue. We think
of poverty, immigration, violence, the economy, national security, and then, quite separately, we
think "climate change." However, a critical psychological transition that is necessary to expedite
meaningful climate action is the realization that climate change is deeply tied to each of these
other issues.
Immigration: there are now more environmental refugees than political refugees. The new
phrase "climate refugee" has evolved as a result. How about national security? The Pentagon
identifies climate change as a major threat to political stability and U.S. military infrastructure.

Economy: Future climate impacts are expected to cost the U.S. literally hundreds of billions of
dollars by the end of this century, due to sea level rise, increased natural disasters, lost work
hours, etc.
Public health: Warming temperatures are expanding the ranges of mosquitoes and other
vectors, bringing diseases such as malaria, Lyme disease, and Zika virus to new areas.
Conflict: Additionally, as climate impacts worsen, we can expect more conflict over dwindling
water and land resources, particularly affecting impoverished communities.
Because of its close inter-relatedness with a variety of top national priorities, there is no
question that climate change is our top priority. The key is realizing the connection between
climate change and other key issues.

